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Don’t read success stories you will only get message.
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The Sahajayana Cult and the authors of
the Buddhist Dohas and their contributions
to the Cultural Life of N.E. India.

Dr. Parikshit Hazarika
Retd. Professor & Head
Dept. of Assamese, Gauhati University

The ancient kingdom of Kamarupa is known to
the people of India from the epic age. We find
mention of Pragjyotish-Kamarupa in the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata. In several Puranas like the
Garuda Purana, the Naradiya Purana, the
Markandeya Purana, the Visnu Purana, the
Brahma Purana, the Brahmanda Purana and the
Vayu Purana Kamarupa has been mentioned for
various reasons, mainly for her famous holy places,
specially for Kamakhya-Pitha. The well-known
Kalika Purana and the Tantra text like the Yogini
Tantra, Sakti-Samgama Tantra, Sammoha Tantra,
Kamarupa Yatra and Hara-Gauri Sambada have
made important mention of the Kamarupa-
Kamakhya and other pithas of ancient Assam.
Many Tantric-Buddhist works have dealt with the
Kamarupa-Kamakhya-pitha with great importance.
The Hevajra-Tantra of Padmavajra in 8th Century
A.D. has mentioned main four pithas, namely
Jalandhara, Uddiyana, Purnagiri and Kamarupa.
According to Sadhanamala, a Buddhist tantric
work, there were four principal tantric pithas in
India such as Kamakhya, Sirihatta, Purnagiri and
Uddiyana.! The Hevajratantra has described
Kamakhya and Sirihatta as one pitha, ite;
Kamarupa-pitha occupying the unparalleled position
in the domain of tantric culture.? In this context
Dr. D.C. Sircar opines that ‘in the first place,

Kamarupa has a prominent place in all the lists of
four. This fact may suggest that the Kamarupa-
pitha became unrivalled as a centre of Tantric
culture by absorbing the popularity of other four
tirthas of ancient India at a fairly early date.”

Probably after the departure of Hiuen Tsang
in 643 A.D. and more likely in the 8th century
A.D., the Kamarupa-pitha, particularly the Hajo-
Kamakhya tirtha became the most important centre
for propagating Vajrayana, Sahajayana and Hindu-
tantra. Dr. P.C. Chaudhury writes — ‘Hajo attained
a great celebrity in Mahayana Buddhism, and
might have contained some relics of the Buddha.
In fact, the place became a cosmopolitan centre
of many cults, such as those of Surrya, Haygriva-
Madhava, the Buddha and others, and is visited
even today by people of all faiths. The place
subsequently became a great centre of Tantrik
Buddhism, like Kamakhya, where also, according
to traditions, stood a Buddhist Shrine.”

The Kamarupa-pitha has been bearing a
cosmopolitan character from the time immemorial.
The Yoginitantra says that in Kamarupa nothing
has been left unperformed right from the theory
of nothingness or zeroism i.e. Sunyavada of the
Vajrayani Buddhist to the cruel sacrifices of the
Kirtans.’ For such cosmopolitan character, the
Vajrayani Siddhas selected this Kamarupa-pitha
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for their religious performance. The Vajrayana is
z later phase of the Buddhist Tantrayana and the
Szhajayana is the latest form of it.

The Sahajayana cult developed from the
Vajrayani Buddhism probably in the last part of
the 7th century A.D. or in the beginning of the 8th
century A.D. Many Siddha Acharyyas were
connected with both the cults — the Vajrayana
and the Sahajayana. The Hajo-Kamakhya tirtha
was the nerve-centre of the Sahajayanists. Almost
2l or many of the eighty-four Siddha Acharyyas
sssembled here and performed their ritual rites.
Besides holding discussions on tenets, philosophy
and salvation and performing meditation with the
aclp of Guru, the Siddha Acharyyas composed
some religious songs and prepared some books
relating to their doctrine. They attained the
inowledge of teaching, preaching, meditating and
writing. The Siddhas adopted a secret language
called ‘Sandhya Bhasa’ for various purposes of
their own and that language was based on the
zommon colloquial dialects of the North-Eastern
India during the period from the 8th century A.D.
0 the 12th century A.D. It is observed that they
maintained secrecy about their religion probably
due to fear of persecution of the large number of
followers of Saivism, Saktism and Vaisnavism at
that time. Alternately the Siddhacharyyas might
have adopted secrecy with a view to keeping
their religious faith pure and non-degraded. That
is why the other people — not initiated into the
Szhajiya cult did not know about the inner essence
of it.

However, as an outcome of the tantric culture
prevailed in eastern India, specially in ancient
Kamarupa, we find some dohas or padas called
Buddha Dohas or Caryyapadas composed by
some Siddhacaryyas. The songs were composed
in Apabhrams3 language mixed up with their
secret linguistic terms bearing Sahajayani
philosophical motions. Mm Haraparasad Sastri
first discovered these dohas written on Sachi-
bark from the Royal Library of Nepal in 1907
A D. He edited these songs under the title of
Caryya-caryyaviniscaya or Hajar Bacarer Purén
Bangld Bhisidy Bauddha Gan or Doha and got it
published from the Vangiya Sahitya Parisad of

(FETeeT TRIRWIIETT TTEADA e

Rangpur in 1916. By this book a new chapter of
history of language, literature and culture of N.E.
India is opened to the scholars.

The real name of the collection of songs is
the Caryagiti-kosa as ascertained by Dr. P.C.
Bagchi, Dr. S.K. Sen, Dr. T.P. Mukherji and Dr.
Nilratan Sen. Now, several editions by different
persons have been published in Bengali. There
are English and Hindi editions also. In Assamese,
only one book on this subject has been published
so far.

Now I venture to present some short sketches
of the authors of those Buddhist songs. The
Caryyagitikosa contains 50 dohas or padas
composed by 23 Siddhacaryyas. They are Luipada,
Kukkuripada, Biruapada, Catilyapada,
Bhusukupada, Kahnupada, Kambalambarapada,
Dombipada, Santipada, Mahidharapada, Brinapada,
Sarahapada, Gundaripada, Savarapada,
Bhadepada, Darikapada, Dhendhanapada, etc.
Mm. H.P. Sastri identifies them as Bengali people.
Many of the Bengali scholars have considered
them to be Bengali. Like them Oriya scholars and
Bihari scholars have claimed some caryyas and
their authors to be their own. In case of Assamese
Devananda Bharali, Kanaklal Barua, Kaliram
Medhi, Banikanta Kakati, Dimbeswar Neog,
Birinchi Kumar Barua, Rajmohan Nath and many
others have ascertained several authors of the
Caryyapada to be Assamese. Avoiding such
controversy, we may scrutinise the affairs on the
basis of historical facts including political and
cultural boundary, subject-matter of the songs,
linguistic peculiarities, literary tradition and
etymological aspect, etc.

According to the Sahajayani tradition Luipada
is considered to be the first Siddhacaryya. He
belongs to the 9th century A.D. and hailing from
Kamarupa. ‘The association of this Siddha with
Kamarupa is confirmed by the colophon to the
concluding chapter of his Akulaviratantra where it
is indicated that he had received spiritual inspiration
from the Yoginis at Kamarupa’. R.M. Nath says
that Luipada worked in the court of Indrapada,
the king of Kamarupa and so he belonged to 11th
century A.D. H.P. Sastri and some others are of
the same view. But if we accept the Sahajayani
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traditional view which has adorned Luipa as the
initial Siddha or Adi Guru of the cult we must
place him at an earlier late being followed by the
other 83 Siddhas. Dr. Sukumar Sen wants to
place him in the 10th Century A.D. on the other
hand, Rahul Sangskrityayan places Luipada in the
reign of king Dharmapala (770-815 A.D.) of
Bengal. However, Luipada was a very pious,
philosopher, poet and lyricist. He was well-versed
in Sanskrit and wrote four books besides some
dohas. His two songs numbering 1 and 29 have
been included in the authology of the
Caryyagitikosa.

Sarahapada or Rahulabhadra was one of the
earliest Siddhas of the Sahajyana cult. According
to Tibetan sources utilized by Dr. Muhammad
Shadidullah, he was born at Roli in Rajni in the
eastern part of India and he flourished during the
reign of king Candanapala of Prachya. Saraha’s
birth place Rajni is identified with the principality
of Rani on the west of the city of Guwahati. His
living time is around 1000 A.D. Prof. G. Tucci
states that Saraha was a Sudra from Kamarupa.
Saraha’s four carryyas are found in this collection.
His language represents the earliest phase of the
Assamese language.

Darikapada is another Siddha from Kamarupa.
He was none but the king Indrapala (1030-1055
A.D.) of Kamarupa. Having based in Tibetan
sources Kanaklal Barua asserts that king Indrapala
was the disciple of Luipa and he assumed the
name Darikapa after being initiated in the
Sahajayana cult. We find one caryya composed
by him in Kamarupi Apabhramsa.

Thus we find Kahnupa, Dhendhanapa,
Kukkuripa, Mahidharapa and a few others hailing
from ancient Kamarupa. They are ascertained to
be Kamarupi becomes of their language used in
the caryyas.

As a matter of fact all the Siddhacaryyas do
not belong to Kamarupa alone. Some of them are
from Bengal, Orissa and Bihar also. It will not be
wonder if some Nepal scholars point out that
Nepali Siddhas were also amongst the Sahajayani
Siddhas. Any way, the Siddhacarryas didn't bother
for their home, parents, kith and Kins, they only

sought for Salvation and did service to the cause
of downtrodden people. It is observed from the
dohas that the Siddhacaryya distinctly dealt with
the very lower class people of the society, such
as carpenter, black-smith, sweeper, hunter,
fisherman, boatman, milkman, woodcutter,
cultivator, weaver, etc. The concerning authors
have vivified the dancing girls from the low caste
people in their caryyas. People of Savara, Candita
have found place in their writings. Even the
drunker, their, burglar, bandit have not been escaped
from their eyes. The authors of the dohas have
pointed out some musical instruments like Veena,
Madahs, Tabla. They staged drama relating to the
Buddha. The lower class people used various
ornaments like Kundala, Garland, Nepura,
Kankana, Earing etc. They used looking glass
also. They enjoyed various tiny games references
of singing, dancing, boating, travelling, playing etc.
made the society living and joyful.

It is curiously to note that the Buddhist
Siddhas were engaged not only in performing
their religious rites but also they looked upon the
neglected, poor and depressed section of the-
society. By this way they encouraged the low
class people to live happily and to develope their
spiritual and cultural life in the north-eastern
region of India during the period of 8th century to
the 12th century A.D.

Footnote

1. Dr. B.K. Barua, Early Geography of Assam, 1052 &
3

2. Dr. B. Kakati, Purani Kamrupar Dharmar Dhara, 1955,
P. 66

3. Dr D.C. Sircar, The Sakta-pithas, 1948, P. 15; Dr. M.
Neog, ‘Crypto-Buddhism in Kamarupa’, Pragjyotisa,
1965, P. 117
Dr. P.C. Chaudhury, The History of Civilization of the
People of Assam, 1959, P. 430; R.M. Nath,
‘Sankaracharyya and Buddhism in Assam’ JLAR.S.,
Vol. IV, No. 2, PP. 81-89; GR. Chaudhury, Sculptural
Representation of the Life of the Buddha on the
Buddhist Monuments at Nilachala Hill, 1964, PP. 10f.
Purani Kamrupar Dharmar Dhara
Dr. HK. Barpujari, ed., The Comprehensive History
of Assam, Vol. 1.
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Religion and today’s

crisis-Gandhian Perspective

Bornali Mohan
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Philosophy

Religion is a universal phenomenon in the recorded
human history and it represents an eternal quest
of humanity. It seeks to present a way of life
which can satisfy the spiritual and emotional needs
of mankind. Religion is a permanent relationship
between human beings and the universe in which
they live. In religious context, Gandhi took religion
as a way inseparably related with life.

Gandbhi is regarded as one of ‘history’s most
amazing paradoxes — a soldier who fights with
the weapon of a saint.” His whole life was one of
unceasing quest for faith in a ‘Living God’. It was
the religious motivation that made his life a
compelling example and the centre of attention of
people throughout the world. Mahatma Gandhi
firmly believed that religion supplies a moral basis
without which life is a ‘mere sound and fury
signifying nothing.’ Again, to him, religion is mainly
concerned with the inner life of man either in the
form of belief in truth, relation with God or belief
in moral principles.

Gandhi had a firm conviction that religion and
morality were inseparable. The basic principles of
morality were truth and non-violence. He
discovered the truth that the fundamental moral
values are common to all the great religions of the

world and as such he had nothing new to give to
the world. To Gandhi religion or Dharma is that
which binds men together. As a Karma Yogin,
Gandhi thought that religion must manifest itself in
all our activities. So to him, religion was essentially
practical which never denies the world.

For Gandhi, there was no politics without
religion. This religion was not the religion of the
superstitions and the blind, but the universal religion
of tolerance. Politics without morality and religion
must be avoided. Today’s world is suffering from
multi-dimensional crises. Hunger and
unemployment, poverty and illiteracy, paucity of
resources, pollution of environment, deforestation,
and desertification, swelling number of migrants
and refugees, violence, terrorism, drug trafficking,
human trafficking. AIDS — all these together
constitute grave danger to the peace and security
of the world.

These types of crisis faced by today’s world
may be conceived as the impacts of our thoughts
and deeds in a God-less world. Modern man is
not ruled by the constitutions given by our religious
scriptures. But inspite of the extensive gifts of
science he suffers from possessions associated
with fear and hatred of one another.
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It is in the context of this emergent state of
he world that Gandhi’s vision acquires meaning,
significance, urgency and importance. Rooted in
fundamentals of ethics and spirituality, Gandhi’s
sranscendental vision embraced the entire human
life in all its ramification. Our present predicament
s mainly due to the lack of adjustment of the
spiritual dimension of humanity with its rational
side. Here Gandhi’s ethico-Spiritual world-view
provides the direction that the world will have to
adopt for tis future guidance and development.

In contrast to the conflict stricken world,
Gandhi stands for non-violence, love and fearless
Suman spirit. For him, non-violence stood for an
alternative vision of life that promised peace and
security for all. The world was one single-frame-
work. Humanity occupies the central focus in
Gandhism. Gandhi’s non-violence world stood for
the dignity and autonomy of the individual for
human rights irrespective of sex, colour or creed
=tc. In the Gandhian non-violent world, relationship
between man and man, between man and nature
would be that of peaceful accommodation.

Mahatma Gandhi had anticipated the present

day environmental crisis and advocated his.

constructive programmes in different fields.
Gandhi’s dream of an ideal society, the Ram-Rajya
constituted limitation of wants, satisfying the basic
needs of all, acceptance of voluntary poverty,
removal of racial and sex differentiation. There
must be a creation of a non-violent peaceful
society.

Gandhi’s God as ‘Truth’ is even living. To
him the primary task of all religions is to awaken
the spiritual consciousness of humanity and to
bring to the surface the faces of love, sacrifice,

For Gandhi, there was no politics
without religion. This religion was
not the religion of the superstitions
and the blind, but the universal
religion of tolerance. Politics
without morality and religion must
be avoided. Today’s world is
suffering from multi-dimensional
crises. Hunger and unemployment,
poverty and illiteracy, paucity of
resources, pollution of environment,
deforestation, and desertification,
swelling number of migrants and
refugees, violence, terrorism, drug
trafficking, human trafficking. AIDS
— all these together constitute grave
danger to the peace and security of
the world.

service, self-control and above all devotion to
truth and righteousness. Social and moral evils
are there in every society. To Gandhi, an ideal
religious life means a true synthesis of science
and spirituality, of knowledge and faith. It is not
a single religion, but the underlying spirituality of
all religions unite humanity. For this science must
be under the control of spirituality and religion
must be free of dogmatism and fanaticism. Only
under such circumstances the man of the
contemporary world will be able to meet the
present crisis of faith and equip himself to adjust
well to live with peace and security, with the
weapons of Truth and Non-violence.

“You must not lose faith in humanity, humanity is an Ocean; if a few
drops of the Ocean are dirty, the Ocean does not become dirty.’

‘Let us not pray to be sheltered from dangers but to be fearless,

when facing them.’

—M. K. Gandhi

—Rabindra Nath Tagore
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Adult Education

As a prospect of all round

development of society

Asif Ahmed
BA (IV) Semester

Generally, by the term ‘education’ we just mean
ability to read and write. But in its truest sense of
e term the literate are educated and others are
not? No doubt, literacy and Numeracy are the
kcy to have got ourselves proceed to day to day
ife. But it is too, not impossible that we may have
= person who is wiser, without taking any formal
=ducation. In fact, it is sure that education is the
amelight of human civilization.

Widely speaking, education can be classified
@to two broad categories, viz., general education
and adult education. Since the first is beyond our
discussion, we are going to point out some
sighlights on the next.

In order to develop a society there comes
Sree factors most actively; namely literacy, socio-
solitical awareness and vocational efficiency, which
%50 come under one roof i.e. adult education. For
=1 round development. It prorides a linkage with
& the developmental plans of the country. Whether
Sese be economic, social, political or cultural in
claracter.

Since a large part of society has been
sventually occupied by adults, without the

promotion of adult education all the efforts to
develop a nation will be worthless. As the
consequence of which firstly preservation and
promotion of culture is not possible.

Secondly, without adult education there is no
possibility to develop mutual understanding, mutual
sympathy and tolerance of different points of view
and to put every adult at the junction of truth.

Without proper education participation of an
adult in social life is not possible. Lacking proper
education he cannot be able to equip himself as to
play a social or civic life as he wished to be.

One of the most important aspects of modern
life is to analyse one’s self. To realise ones own
achievement an adult must have gone through
proper education. Without it one can never
discover where he is going, what he has been
doing and towards which goal he had been
proceeding. -

Nothing is permanent except change. In this
gradually changing society one should adopt himself
with the changing stream of time. It is possible
only with the active help of the adults. Only with
the productive participation of common adult the
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society can march ahead with the flow of changing
world.

A person is not a single entity of his family.
May be he is someone’s father, mother, daughter,
sister etc., adult education helps him to study his/
her role as a member of greater community.
Sometimes as a wage earner and sometimes as a
responsible citizen.

Our country bears the great burden of
illiteracy, it is about 50%. The literacy rate of
India is 52.11% (Male 63.86%, female 39.42%)
literacy is the most essential element in overall
development of society. And adult literacy too,
must have a close linkage with economic and social
priorities so as to maintain a balanced development
of society.

There have been a common acknowledgment
that the adults are more experienced than their
juniors. As the adult education is must for all round
development of a society, hence, everyone should
come forward hand to hand to promote such an
education to the greater interest of our society.

In the context of our state we find deplorable
condition of adult education. The main reason
behind is nothing but the lack of conscious
instructor. Most of the adult illiterate live in
villages. So, without their education a society
cannot develop. Mahatma Gandhi also said that,
“India lives in villages. Rural Indians are real
Indians.” So the educated youth of our rural areas
may have got themselves involved in adult
education programme to teach and reach the adult
people to the minimum level of achieving at the
junction of literacy, numeracy and mutual
understanding. In this case the young people can
play an important role to promote the adult
education. They must try to motivate the adult
people with the help of folk song, folk dance,
drama, ojapali etc., which are most
comprehensive and interesting for different level

One of the most important
aspects of modern life is to
analyse one’s self. To realise
ones own achievement an
adult must have gone
through proper education.
Without it one can never
discover where he is going,
what he has been doing and
towards which goal he had
been proceeding.

of common people. They may also organise some
drama based programmes on current issues so
as to attract the adult peoples to adult education
centre to enrich them in knowledge and
information. The educated youth may also follow
the principle ‘each one teach one’.

If this principle is followed by the educated
youths for the greater interest of our society we
can definitely say that no adult should remain as
illiterate in our country. This type of contribution
also help in developing emotional integration —
which is the need of this very hour. This
simultaneous process in its turn will ultimately help
national development of our society.

To sum up, we must think of adult education
repeatedly taking into account that without proper
adult education all round development of our
society is impossible.

“With proper education

Participation of an adult in

Social life is not possible.

Lacking proper education he

Can not be able to equip himself

As to play a social or civil life as

He/she wished to be.”

No one can make you feel inferior without your consent. —Roosevelt
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Dear examination

Momina Begum
4th Semester

Oh my dear examination

I have made no preparation,

I am afraid of you,

Kindly tell me what to do?

You are early, I am late,

I am daily losing my weight...

Let me learn lesson first

Right now leave my room or

Shall I bring my broom

You have disturbed my sound sleep,
You are sure to make me weep.
My body has became a skeleton
And I don’t know the laws of Newton

Oh! Go delay, I shall never be bothered by you...

My dreams
Rinky Razak

My dreams are really nice,

To see them I don’t have to Pay a price.
I see my friends in my dreams,

And I don’t have to cry.

As I fly up high,

Into an imaginary world,

Of Silver and gold,

No pollution, no harm,

I enjoy myself in my dreams.

And I have lots of interesting dreams
It’s really very nice

My imaginary world, buts without a price.

Computer

Jumi Deka
4th Semester

Computer is nothing but a box,

But still clever like fox.

It has a CPU

Which sticks to it like glue.

It has mouse, which controls the arrow
Strongly, without a bow

Just by clicking many things can be learnt
All with cool music in front.

It has a printer with two teeth

One colour and one black

Which it scratches on paper back.

It has a UPS, from which it steals electricity
without any oity.

Computers are still computers.

Could never be better than man,

Which none have beaten and non machine can...

Days never back

Lachit Deka
6th Semester

My hide and seek

Day again hug my,
When I was in

Nostalgia.

That hey day again
Called me with
Deep attraction to
Get back in those days.

I heard the sound

Of my early days.
A child make noise

Injoy,
Because his kite

Is ready to fly.
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Editorial Board

S————————

Sitting (
Standing (from left) : Abhijit Thakuria, Amarijit Paswan

Students’ Union Body

Sitting (from left) : Jaba Bordoloi (AGS),

Deepamoni Roy (Asst. Games Secy.), Jumi Deka (Girls Common Room Secy.)
Standing (from left) : Siba Taro (Boys Common Room Secy.), Amarjit Paswan (Magazine Secy.),
Abhijit Thakuria (Union Secy.), Rupjyoti Rabha (Cultural Secy.),

Akan Keleng (Games Secy.), Dipankar Talukdar (Social Service Secy.),

Manab Kalita (Asst. Cultural Secy. - not it photo)




(From Left) :

Dr. Bhaskar Patgiri
(Asst. Prof.)

Mrigendra Nath Sarma
(HOD)

Bharati Devi

(Asst. Prof.)

Assamese Dept.

(From Left) :

Priyanka Basumatary
(Asst. Prof.)

Kamaruj Jaman
(Asst. Prof.)

Pankaj Kalita (HOD)
Prakash Mech (GF)

English Dept.

(From Left) :

Dhrijumoni Das
(Asst. Prof.)

Jeshmin Bahar
(Asst. Prof.)

Mofida Begum
(Asst. Prof.)

Ayej Uddin (GF)

Education Dep

(From Left) :
Sadhana Kalita
(Asst. Prof.)

Eli Kumari Das
(HOD)

Himagsu Das
(Asst. Prof.)

Loboneeta Deka
(GF) not in photo

Economics Dept.




Hindi Dept.
|

'J,déa )aouaps ‘lod

(From Left) : Ramesh Kr. Roy (Asst. Prof.),
Dibyajyoti Deka (HOD)

History Dept

(From Left) : Rashmirekha Hazarika (Asst. Prof.),
Himadree Sharma (HOD), Liky Deka (GF)

"1dag Aqdosouqd

(From Left) : Rumi Barman (Asst. Prof.),
Barnali Mohan (HOD), Nashmin Ara Begum (GF) Junumoni Talukdar (GF)




Grade |V Staff

(From Left) : Pradip Deka, Anil Baishya, Narayan Pator
Meera Sarkar Murmu (not in photo)

(From Left) :

Munin Kalita
(Head Asst.)

Sampurna Sarma
Nayanmoni Choudhury
Sailen Medhi

Amar Das (Not in Photo)
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Rubina Begum Sima Kumari
Ist Class, Hindi Ist Class, Hindi

Lachit Deka Bhaben Barman Angana Sinha
Ist Class, Education Ist Class, Pol. Science Ist Class, Pol. Scienc=

Kalyan Kalita (Silver Medalist) Deepamoni Roy Chandana Boro
26th All India Karate Federation 2014, Jharkhand, Jamsedpur Best Athlete Best Singer







freshmen social

Zc.lege Activities Activities of Rengoni, Beltola

Activities of Rengoni, Beltola




College Gate

BELTOLA COLLEGE
AHATI-28

Social Activities

College Week

Picnic

Magazine In-charge - Editor
Rashmirekha Hazarika Amarjit Paswan




